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Newsletter Oct/Nov 17 

Training Dates 

 

Show Jumping with Mia Pales-Clark 
Wed 15 November at Keysoe EC.  
Join magnificent Mia at Keysoe for the last 2017 
session £30 for Members and £35 for non-Members -  

 
Show Jumping with Clare Darwin 
Sat 25 November at Yelnow Farm, Odel 
Crack on with Clare to conquer your course work 
 £18 for Members and £20 for non-Members  

 
 

 
 
 

Pole Work with Natalie Banks 
Sun 19 Nov at Ty-Croes Farm, Ravensden.  
Core, coordination and collection work out for horses 
£25 for Members and £27.50 for non-Members  
Please book via http://clubentries.co.uk/keysoerc or 
contact Luisa with any questions -   luikrc@gmail.com 
 

 
 
“2-in-1” SJ & Arena XC Training with Team Taylor  
 

Sat 11 November at Aston Le Walls, Near Daventry, 
with the fabulous Ann, Nigel and Grace Taylor.  
Showjumping lesson and followed by a xc on the all-
weather xc arena which has a variety of drops, 
ditches, slopes and water as you would expect to find 
on a XC course. 
£65 each for small groups - pay via  

 
 

    
 
 
 
XC portables Training with Jane Dawson   
 

Sun 19 Nov at Keysoe with Jane Dawson. 
With a good variety of jumps, these sessions are 
perfect for nervous horses or riders. 
£25 each for small groups - pay via 
http://clubentries.co.uk/keysoerc  - Contact 
kit_krc@yahoo.co.uk for more information. 

 

 
The KRC 'Regular Training' dates are on the Diary 

page of the KRC Website.  
 

We offer a mixture of Flat Work, Pole Work and 
Jumping sessions on Monday mornings and 

evenings, plus Friday mornings.  

 
 

Look out for new update from  
the new training manager 

 
 

http://clubentries.co.uk/keysoerc
mailto:luikrc@gmail.com
http://clubentries.co.uk/keysoerc
mailto:Kit_krc@yahoo.co.uk


2 
 

 

Team Competitions Update 
Championships – It’s been a busy summer of 

Championships for the 2016/17 qualifying year 

Trec GB championships- September 8th, 9th and 10th. 

Although several level 2,3 and 4 riders qualified for 

the Championships this year, only six travelled to 

north wales to compete, on what turned out to be a 

very cold, wet and windy weekend. Heather McLeod & 

Anita Thomas (Level 3), Lyndsay Ellis, Robin Tillett, 

Bella Craven & Sue Squirrell (Level 2). 

Five of us arrived on Thursday afternoon at Springhill 
Farm, Selatynn, and found the large corralling field to 
be on the side of a ‘hill’. After getting out of the lorry 
and nearly being blown over, we set up the KRC camp 
at the relatively flat area at the bottom of the field, 
surrounded the camp’s HQ (the caravan awning) on 
four sides with trailers and horse boxes to protect it 
from the wind as much as possible. A very wise move 
as Thursday night, it was as rough as sleeping at sea, 
buffeted by gale force winds as well as horizontal rain. 
 

 
 
Friday morning saw us enjoy the scenery on a gentle 
hack to stretch the horses legs and whilst the arriving 
competitors were being towed on to the field through 
the by now very muddy entrance.  
 
After a nerve racking wait at the vetting, all our horses 
were pronounced fit enough to compete.  
 
Thankfully we had prepared, as the temperature 
dropped, and it lashed down with rain, horses were 
rugged in heavyweight waterproofs and riders in 
thermals.  
 
We were up early as our first riders were off just after 
8, doing their POR phase. It proved a very long day for 
Heather and Anita, as they didn’t return until late 
afternoon. The Level 2s got off more lightly as we 
were only out for 5 hours. The steep terrain took its 
toll on all the horses, and although they all passed the 
vetting, on our return to the venue, they were all a bit  
tired – so were the riders by this time too! 

 
 
Sunday morning dawned wet and windy, with the 
temperature staying at around 6 degrees all day. 
Again, all the horses passed the vetting, which was 
moved to the shelter of the farmhouse. The judges 
and stewards were heroes, as apart from their lunch 
break they were out in the awful conditions all day for 
the MA and PTV phases. These took place around the 
corralling field, the PTV course took us along grazing 
fields, across the road and up and down more rugged 
terrain, for 5 kilometres, with full use being made of 
the natural landscape. A true championship course. 
 
After, luckily, getting the awning down in a sunny spell 
so it was dry, we did think we might end up being 
blown across the Black Mountains as we clung on to 
its corners, the team worked with military precision – 
thanks to Robin in command, and it was soon folded 
up and in the lorry. With everything packed up we 
were ready to leave after the prize giving, but a 
lengthy delay due to the fact the score sheets were 
having to be dried out in the oven – we had to leave 
or rather be pulled out by a tractor before the prize 
giving, due to our long journey home. 
 
We are all looking forward to the 2018 championships 
on Exmoor. Just must qualify first! 
 
Well done Heather and Podd, 4th Individual Level 3. 
Anita and Max, 6th Individual Level 3, Robin and Lily, 
Bella and Colin 4th Level 2 Pairs, and Lyndsay and 
Aguila and Sue with Polly 13th Level 2 Pairs.  
KRC also managed to come 5th in the team class. Out 
of over 140 competitors a great result.  The best result 
was all our horses coming home sound, if not a little 
tired. 
 
I have enjoyed being chef d’equipe for the Keysoe 
'treccies’ for 6 years, made easy for me as we have 
such a good friendly team spirit in the camp, (which is 
now very well known in Trec circles for being an ‘open 
house’ with tea and cakes for anyone who wants to 

drop in. It’s also 
out of the 
weather!) 
Numbers of 
members 
qualifying, and 
doing well in the 
championships 
has increased in 
leaps and bounds 
– long may it 
continue! Written 
by Sue Squirrell. 
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Team Competitions Update cont. 

Qualifiers October was a great  a start to the 

2017/2018 membership year with two Qualifiers  
 

Festival of the Horse Qualifier 
Sun 15 Oct was a lovely sunny day, the perfect 
weather for show jumping and cross country, set in 
the grounds of the beautiful Boughton House. Sadly, 
not many members came forward to compete, just 1 
team and 1 individual. 
 
Liam Robbins was up early to represent Keysoe Juniors 
at 1m, a great round, just missing out on 1st to come 
2nd place.  
 
In the senior 80 Faye Durman and her new horse 
Vinny jumped a double clear, but a few time penalties 
meant they were placed 6th (individually). Helen 
Dawson, Jill Dainton and Kylie Carter had some lovely 
rounds but a couple of poles, an unscheduled 
dismount and more time penalties saw the team 
placed 3rd.   Some canter speed training needed!! 

 
         
Next year KRC 
shall be hosting 
this at Keysoe, so 
no excuse for 
lack of members 
competing! 
 

 

Winter Show Jumping – Qualifier 
After a busy few days preparation, Keysoe RC hosted 
the winter area Novice and Intermediate showjumping 
qualifier at Keysoe on Sat 7 Oct.  This was the first year 
the BRC had tried the new format with Novice at 80cm 
and an intermediate height of 90, 100 and 1.10.  
Certainly, a class for everyone, with the chance to 
qualify for the Winter Championships 2018. 
 

 
 
The home turf proved popular, with 3 teams in the 
80cm Senior, 1 team in the 80cm Junior, 1 team in the 
90cm Senior, 2 x 90cm Junior Individuals, 1 x Senior 
1m and a 1.10 team! 

 
All our riders did an excellent job, several new 
combinations out competing, Sylvie and Blue, Fay and 
Vinny, Monica and Tullygay.  
 
Three teams competed in the senior 80cm, Keysoe 
Maserati Monica Russell, Bridget Herdman, Hayley 
Dolby and Kylie Carter flew into 3rd place, with Bridget 
also being individually placed 2nd. 
 

          
 
Sadly, an unwell horse, left Keysoe Bently a team of 3.  
Sylvia Wazjner, Jill Dainton & Diane Thomas (who only 
just made it back in time to jump her 2nd round after 
nipping off to ride a dressage test!) all points counted, 
but that didn’t stop them as they cruised into 5th place 
 
Lilla Parrat and Lily Surridge did a wonderful job for 
the KRC juniors in the 90cm, they were placed 2nd and 
4th respectively.  
 
Lorna Benfield, Naomi Shepard, Faye Durham and 
Caroline Donaldson jumped in the very popular 90cm 
class, some good rounds and 1 pilot error (Naomi!) the 
team were placed 5th 
 

Our brave 1.10 
team Liam Robbins, 
Amy Houlding and 
Beth Symington 
jumped some good 
rounds, but a 
couple of poles 
meant they came 
away with 3rd place. 

 
 
It was a great day, if not long and hard work, lots of 
our brilliant members gave up their time to volunteer 
from baking cakes to building the course the day 
before, special thanks to Luisa Mattei, Kit Hore and 
Becky Rainer from Area 7 who was our official for the 
day! 
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Team Competitions Update cont 
Blenheim Palace Eventer Challenge 
September may feel like a distant memory, but on 
Thursday 14 Sept 17, Kerry Higgs, Hannah Walton, 
Jody Rea and Katherine Stephen represented KRC in 
the prestigious Riding Club 100cm Team Eventer 
Challenge at Blenheim Palace.   The track was as big, 
twisty and technical as ever, sadly the club were not 
placed this year, but we hope to return next year! 
 

Quadrille 
Keysoe managed a late entry into the BRC Quadrille 
Championship with a team of cobs (normally they are 
filled very quickly but there was still space for more 
teams to enter).

 

Unfortunately due to other commitments the team 
did not have a huge amount of time together to plan 
the music and choreograph the floor plan. Helen and 
Jane's idea of commemorating Jane Austen, on her 
200th anniversary, along with the £5 note, was the 
story we decided to tell. Historically accurate 
costumes and handmade military bridles, made by 
Corrie King, brought the team look together. Katy and 
David manage to choreograph the floor plan to fit the 
music, combining some historical dance moves and 
military precision manoeuvres of the time period. On 
the night it was the first time everyone rode together 
to the music, having had practices with Jane filling in 
for anyone when they were not available. 

Fortunately we pulled it off and only had one minor 
hiccup in the first cross over, skillfully saved by David's 
quick thinking. The line up was: 

Jane Hurford-Dawson - Team manager 
Helen Hurford- Dawson riding Shades of Blue 
Katy Evans riding Monty 
Corrie King riding AHS Nixon 
David Whyte riding Tiny Tim 
 
 

 
 
We must also say thanks to the huge support crew 
who made this all possible. (I can't remember 
everyone, so decided best not to name?)  

Unfortunately it looks like we will not make the final 
as both Tiny Tim and Shades of Blue have been struck 
down with lameness. We wish all the other teams the 
best of luck as the standard was incredibly high once 
again. 

To watch the 

video:https://www.facebook.com/katyjevans/videos/

10155962155792526/?query=quadrille 

What’s going on? 

KRC Evening Leagues 

The KRC evening leagues have drawn to a close for 
this year, with everyone’s points being totaled up 
right now! Look out for the proizes winners at the 
AGM  

There are currently no dates set for the coming 
months.   These evenings cannot run without the hard 
work and dedication of our volunteers and the 
committee.  Hopefully new committee members’ shall 
come forward who wish to take on the organizing and 
running of these evenings.  

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/katyjevans/videos/10155962155792526/?query=quadrille
https://www.facebook.com/katyjevans/videos/10155962155792526/?query=quadrille
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It's all change on the KRC 
committee! 

 

  

 

As we prepare to start a new year, it is 
with sadness that we say goodbye to 
several long-standing committee 
members. 
 
We'd like to say a huge thank you to those 
who are stepping down, for their amazing 
commitment and contribution to 
KRC.  This now leaves the Club with several 
committee vacancies.   
 

Any budding photographers out 

there? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’d love to see more pictures of our members 

out doing stuff, whether its hacking, training or 

out at a competition.  Please send photos and 

news to Kit_krc@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

AGM & Awards night 
The AGM shall be on Thursday 16 
November at Colmworth Golf Course.  

Awards for  
*Top 6 Dressage league riders 
*Top 6 SJ league riders 
*Star member award 
*Celia Hanbury memorial  

 

Entry to AGM & 
awards is free 

 

Bake Off & Quiz night = £5 

 
************************************* 

Membership 

It is time to renewing your KRC membership 
Renew or join via horsemonkey on the following link: 
https://clubentries.com/keysoerc/index.php  
 
Or you can download the forms from the website and 
post with a cheque to the KRC office. 
http://keysoerc.co.uk/membership/ 

What are the benefits of KRC Membership? 
• Discounted entry fees for KRC competitions 
• Opportunity to represent KRC in area 

competitions against other local clubs, with the 
chance to qualify for a National Championship 

• Participation in KRC Dressage and Show Jumping 
points leagues 

• Regular training sessions organised by KRC 
• Train with specialist trainers at team training 
• Non-competitive activities such as veterinary 

lectures and social events 
• Regular Newsletter & Social Media notifications 
• The KRC website, used to communicate news 

items and to keep members fully informed of 
current and future activities 

Affiliation to British Riding Clubs giving the following 
benefits: 

• Quarterly subscription to the ‘Rider’ magazine 
• Compete at BRC Area and National level  
• Discounts on various equestrian products 
• Third Party Insurance cover while competing at 

BRC affiliated events 
• Horse Welfare Scheme – advisers are available 

offering management advice and support  

https://horsemonkey.com/uk_horse_events_british_equestrian/40098/Membership+for+Keysoe+Riding+Club+2017-2018_Keysoe+Riding+Club
https://horsemonkey.com/uk_horse_events_british_equestrian/40098/Membership+for+Keysoe+Riding+Club+2017-2018_Keysoe+Riding+Club
http://keysoerc.co.uk/membership/
http://keysoerc.co.uk/diary/training-sessions/

